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Meridian 50
he Mer id ian 506 CD player  is  just
one of a number of upmarket Brit ish
p laye rs  t o  f ea tu re  t he  C rys ta l
C54328 DS processor. However, as
you might expect from Meridian, it
a l s o  h a s  a  r a d i a l  l a s e r

mechanism that  is  whol ly
c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  t h e
bulky drawer.

ln some ways the most
glamourous of the CD play-
ers tested this time out, the
506 is  compact ,  ext remely
heavy  (because  o f  t he  e labo ra te
power suppl ies in  par t icu lar) ,  and superbly
f in ished thanks to a subt le b lend of  mat t -
b lack  me ta l  pane l s  and  da rkened  g lass .
Subtle relief is provided by the controls and
an excellent defeatable dot-matrix display.
Socketry is available for electrical and opti-
cal digital outputs, and there are two propri-
etary communications sockets for use in full
Mer id ian mul t i - room systems.

SoundOuality
This player attracted almost complete una-
nimity on test - each of the panel members
categorised the performance of the player
complete ly  independent ly  but  in  broadly the
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same Ierrns
O n  t h e  p o s i t i v e  s i d e ,

the Meridian was l iked for
i ts taut precision and control

a t  b o t h  f r e q u e n c y  e x t r e m e s ,  b u t  i t  w a s
cri t icised, in effect, for being incapable of " let-
t ing  i t s  ha i r  down" .  'There  is  a  s t range du l l -
ness  to  the  midband '  wro te  one pane l l i s t ,
after hearing the Keb' Mo'track. 'The bass is
sol id, and the treble sounds more extended
than many of the others, but the overal l  effect
i s  du l l  and s te r i le ' .

The Beethoven came across to one l is-
t e n e r  a s  b e i n g ' c o n t r o l l e d  a n d  s l i g h t l y
restrained' and as having a 'strong sense of
de ta i l ,  bu t  sound ing  as  though the  le f t  and
t h e  r i g h t  h a n d  b e l o n g  t o  t w o  d i f f e r e n t
paanos ' .  Another  suggested  tha t  the  506
'could be a l i t t le more enthusiastic and com-
m i t t e d ' ,  a n d  a  t h i r d  t h o u g h t  t h e  s o u n d
'de tached and d is tan t ' .  A  tu rn  o f  phrase
repeated  a lmost  verba t im severa l  t imes
throughout the tests was 'devoid of emo-
t i o n ' .  T h e  M a h l e r  w a s  s i m i l a r l y  c h a r a c -
te r ised  as  hav ing  'a  lo t  go ing  on ' ,  bu t  in  a
wonderful phrase that somehow says i t  al l ,
t h e  M e r i d i a n  w a s  d u b b e d ' a  M r  S p o c k
a m o n g  C D  p l a y e r s ' .  T h i s  p a n e l  m e m b e r

recognised the brand of the
p l a y e r ,  k n o w i n g  i n  a d v a n c e  o n l y  t h e
broad pr ice  span invo lved.

Of course those with Meridian systems,
espec ia l l y  d ig i ta l  sys tems tha t  ta lk  the  same
command language and use the  same sys-
tem remote control,  wi l l  f ind a choice from
the Mer id ian  range a lmost  i r res is t ib le .  In  i t s
favour, the 506 is beauti ful ly packaged, and
remains  capab le  o f  sound ing  bo th  de ta i led
and h igh ly  re f ined in  a  sympathet ica l l y  cho-
sen system. However, i t  is less of an advo-
cate for dif f icult  material than a number of
o thers ,  and i t  can  engender  l i s ten ing  fa t igue
over long term use.

Gonclusions
T h e  M e r i d i a n  5 0 6  i s  a  c l a s s i c  c a s e  o f  a
p l a y e r  t h a t  t i m e  h a s  c a u g h t  o u t .  l t  w a s
h igh ly  compet i t i ve  when f i rs t  re leased,  and
was res tored  to  tha t  pos i t ion  fo l low ing  a
mid-l i fe revamp a couple of years ago when
fi t ted with a three-beam laser. However, the
g o a l  p o s t s  h a v e  m o v e d  s i n c e  t h e n ,  a n d
though i t  remains  a  competent  and in  many
ways l ikeable performer, the 506 has been
matched and even surpassed several t imes
in the last few years.
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